8 Notable Diſcouery of Cooſenave, 
N ow daily prattifed by ſundry lewd per- 


ſons , called Connie-catchers, and 
Crofle-byters, 


Flainely laying open thoſe pernitious ſleights that hath brought many igno- 
rant men to cõnſuſion. 


ritten forube general benefit of. all Gentlemen,Cittzens, Aprentiſe „Country Far mers 
aud yeoren, that may bap to fall into the company of ſuch cobſeniu g com Dan. 
'  Withadelightfulldiſcourſe of the eooſu age of Colliers. +» | 
Naſcimur pro patria. By R. Greene, Maiſter of Arti 
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not ſtoope a farthing at cardes, would vent er all tie 
Ste in * dice. Therefore had I cheates for 
the very ſiſe, of the ſquariers,langrets, gourds,ftoppe- 
dice, high- men, low-men, and dice barde for all ad- 
uauntages ; that if I fetcht in anie no e ta- 
bles, or anie other game of hazard, would b ee ſurc 


yet I ſee you are a falſe knaue and 


a-Conny-catcher,and this your companion your ſetter 
aud that before you and — a ley 


At theſewordes Conny-catcherand Setter, I was 
driuen into as great amaze, as if ont had dropt out of 
the clo ds, to — a pefant cantthe wordes of art be- 
iogingto our trade yet I ſet agoodface onthe matter 
and asked liim vit he ment by e rn d, 
(q. hehalthogh it is your practiſe, yet I haue for 3. pence 
bought alitle Pamphler, that hathtaught moto {moke 
ſuch a couple of knaues as you be. When Iheard him 
talke of ſmoaking. my heart waxed cold. and I began to 
gather into him gently, No no ſir( q he)you cinor verſe 
ypon me, this booke hath taught me to beware ao 
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2 THE ARTE OF COG NN N= 
CATCHING, 


IVE SE" pere be requiſite effectually fo FS 
8. CTonnv-catching. th:& ſeuerall parties, the 
1 Setter,the Aerſer, and the barnacle. Che nas 


ture of the Better, is to dzaw anie perſon fa- 
miliarly to dzinke with him, which pet lan 

4 N they call the conie, and their method is attoꝛ⸗ 
ding to the man they aime at:if a gentleman. 

marchant, o appꝛentitce, the cony is the moze eaſily caught, in 
that they are ſoone induced to plate, and therefoꝛe J omit the 
circumſtance which they vie in catching of them. And becauſe 
the pooze countrie farmer oꝛ yeoman is the mark which they 
molt of all ſhoote at, who they know comes not empty to ths 
Terme. J will diſcover the meanes they put in pzactiſe to 


bꝛing in ſome honeſt, ſimple, andignozant me to their purpoſe, 
Che coni-catchers apparelled like honeſt ciuel Gentlemen, oz 


good fellowes, with a ſmooth face, as if butter would not melt 


in their mouths, after dinner when the clients are come from 


Weſtminfter hall, a e at lcaſnreto walke vp and downe 
Pauls, Fletſtreet, holbe ne tbe ſtrond. and ſuch common han⸗ 
ted places, where theſe cooſning companions attend onely to 
ſpie out a p2ay, who as they ſe a plaine tountrie fclow wel and 
cleanly apparelled,citherin a coat of hoine ſpũ ruſſet,o; of freeze 
as the time requires, and a ſide pouch at his ſide, there is a co- 
nie,ſaith one. At that woꝛd out flies the Setter, t ouertaking 
the man begins to ſalute him thus: fir, God ſave you, you are 
welcems to London, how doth all our frients in the countrie, 
I hope they be all in health? The countrie man ſeeing a man ſa 
curteous heknows net, halfe in a bꝛown ſtudte at this ſlrange 
ſalutation, perhaps makes dim this anſwere: ſya. al our frends 
in the countrie are wel, thankes he to God, but truly 3 knowe 
vou not. you muſt pardon me. Thy ür, ſaith the letter, geſſing 
ede tongue what countrie man he is, are pe not ſuch a toun⸗ 
an: it he ſaie pes then he creeps vpon hum clolelp, if he ſay 
no, then ſtraight the ſetter comes ouer him thus . In good looth 
ae tou bę your face, and haue bin in pour cemranis 
brivze 


ö — 


„ r —  — ond ties ron cone tar che] WAS. 


| "ij n 7 ne arte GOmmy-edrehing. 


| _ aquart 
N and ſmels a rat by his tlawing, an 


vefoze.3 p2ate you(ik without offence)let me crane your name 
and the plate of your abode. The Ample man ſtraight lels him 

where he dwels, his name and who be bis next ncighbozs. and 
- What countrie Gentlemen dwell about him. After be hath ler - 

ned all of bim, then he comes ouer his fallows kindly, ſir, thogh 

haue bin ſomwhat bold to be inquiſitiue of your name, yet 
bold meercuſed, fo2 J tooke pon fo; a friend of mine, but fince 
by miſtaking J have made pou ſlacke pour buſines, weleD:zink 
wine 0; a pot of ale together, it the foolc bee ſo readio 
- as to go, then the conie is canght,but if bee ſmackes the ſetter, 
will not dzinke with him, 
fttzhen awaie goes the ſetter, and diſcdurſeth to the verſer p name 


bl the man, the pariſh he dwels in. and what Gentlemen ace his 
niere neigbboꝛs, with that awate goes he. and croſſing the man 
at lame turning, meets him full in the fate, i gretts him thus. 
pat goodman Barton, how fare all our friends about you ? 
Fot rare wel met, 3 haue the wine fo you, you are welcome to 
done. The pooze Countrieman hearing himſelte named by a 
71 15 de knolus not, marueis, and anſweries tbat he knows him 
5 n ons ＋ an — od py 


Cath ths .. you 
had not challenged ac⸗ 
haue knowen you , J haue 
d gentleman peur co⸗ 
2, — foʒ his fake ſapth 
dhe wele dzinke ere we parte, happily the man thankes 

1 him,e fo the wine oz ale they go, then ere they part they make 
= aconie, and ſo feret clawhim at tards, that they leaue him 

6 ape e. Thus haut the filthte fel- 

9 — ſubtill fetches, to dzawe on pooze men o fall into 
ning pꝛactiſes. Thus like conſuming moths of Arp (8 
alth,they pꝛaie ypon the ance of ſuch'plain | 
real their owne honeſt not regarding cher cou 
zeatned faz (ach lean and 
(ens 


as to carry it him, haply,as men may in time meet, it may iys 
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licentious perſons, do but imploy al their wits fo overth;oww 
ſuch as with their handy th2ift ſatiſfie their darty tbirt:thep 
p2eferring toſenage befo2e labog , and chuflng an idle pzactiſe 
befoze an honeſt foꝛme of god lining. Mel, to the method a- 
gaine of faking vp their conies. It the pwzecountrimi ſmoke 
them ſtil, and wil not coup vnto either of their lures; then 
one, either the verſer, oz the ſetter , oz ſome of their crue,fo2 
there is a fraternit ie betwirt them, ſteps befoze the cony as he 
goeth, e lets dzop twelue pence in the high way, that of foꝛce 
the conny muſt ſee it. The countriman ſpping the chilling. 
maketh not daintie,foz qi: n// mentis inops oblatums reſpuit au- 
rum, but ſtoupeth verymannerly and taketh it vp:then one of 


' the conny catchers behind crieth halle part, and fo thalengeth 


balfe of his finding, the countriman ad ck offreth to change 
the mony,nay faith frend ſaith the verſer, tis il luck tokeps 
found mony, wele go ſpend it in a pottie of wine, oꝛ a b2eakes 
faſt, dinner o2 ſupper, as the time of day requires:if the cony 
ſay he wil not, then anſweres the verſer,ſpend my partir nil 
tbe cony refuſe, he taketh balfe and away. 3ftheyſpyÞ conn! 
triman to be of a hauing and couetous mind, then bane they 
a further połicie to dzaw him on: another that knoweth the 
place of bis abode, meteth him ano ſaith, ſtr, wel met. haus 
run haſtely to ouertake you, J pzay you dwel vou not in Dar 
biſhire,in ſuch a village?pea marry do I frend ſaith the cony, 
then replies tbe verſer,frucly fir I haue a ſute to you, J am 
going out of towne,and muft (end a letter to the parſon ok 
your pariſh, you ſhal not refuſe to doe a ſtranger ſuth fanoz, 


in my lot to do pon as god à turn, and fog your paines 3 will 
geue pou rit d. The poꝛe conyin meer ſimplicity ſaith dr, ate 
do ſo much foz pou with al my hart, where is peur letter? A 
baue it not good fir redy wꝛitten, but if J map intreat vou ta 
Tep into ſome tauern oʒ alebouſe;, wele dꝛink the while, and 
J wil wꝛite but a line 02 two: at this the conny ſtoupes, and 
fo2gredines of the mon and vpon courteſie goes with the 
ſetter vnto the tanetn.'As they walke they meet the verſer; 
and then they all thꝛee go info the tanern togetber, 
Dee Genthtinenwhat LT. * 
cicrsg 


vou muſt dofo2 me when Jcut the carbs, as J wil not cut ae 


The Art of TCounycate lung. 
thers be, that baue ſuch rhetozicall perſwaſions fo induce the 
poozecountriman tohis confuſfion,and what variety of tilas 
nie they haue toftrip the poo2 farmer of his mony. Mel, imas 
gine thecony is in the tauern then fits down the verſer , (ay- 
ing to tbe ſetter, what firrba , wilt thou gene me a quart of 
wine, oa Wal J geue ther ent? wele dzinke a pint ſaith tbe let- 
ter, and play agameatcards fo2 it; reſpecting moze the ſpozt, 
then the loſe, content qd.tbe verler,go cal fo; a paire,s while 
be is gone to fetch them, he ſaith to the tony, von ſhall e mes 
fetch auer my pong maſter foz a quart of wine finelp, but this 


doue ſiut of, mark then of al the greatef pack wbich is vnder⸗ 
moſt, and when J bid pou cal a cardfo2 me, name that, 4 you 
ſhal ſæ wele make him pay foz a quart of wine ſtraight: tru- 
lie ſaies the cony, J am no great plaier at cards, neither dos 
wel vnderitand your meaning:iob ad. be it is thus. Ale play 
atmunchance,oz decoy, be ſhal ſhuffle the cardes and ile cut, 
- noewepther of bs muſt cal acard,you (hal cal fo2 me, & be fo; 
himſelle, and whoſe card comes firſt winnes, therefoze when 
baue cut the cards. then mark the nethetmoſt of the greateſt 
deape that J ſet bpon the cards which J cut᷑ off,and ever call 
that foz me. © now ſaith tbe cony A vnderſtand von. let me a⸗ 
lone, J warrant you ile fit your turn, with that in comes the 
Setter with his cards,aſking at what game they hal playe, 
wby laith the verſer at a new game called mumchante, that 
| hath no politie no2 knanerie, bat plaine as a pikeſfaffe , you 
ſhal ſhofle.and ile cut, you ſhal cal a tard, and this honeſt man 
| aftranger almoſt to bs both, bal cal another fas me. c which 
ol dur cards comes ſirſt ſhal win:content ſaith the ſetter, that 
tis but mer hazard, ſo he ſhuſles the cards, and the berſer cuts 
vrt ſome fouc tar ds, and then taking vp tbe beape to ſet vpon 
/| them,geueth the cony a glance of the bottom card of that heap 
| and(aith;now ur, tal foz mo. The cony to blinde tbe ſetters 
| eves,aſlketh as though be were not made pa iuie to the games, 
- what,ſhalJcutzwbat carde ſaith the verſer ? why what you 
wil, eitber hart,ſpade,club oz diamond,cofecard 03 other. O is 
it ſo ſaiththeconny, why then pou ſhal baus the four of bat ta 
Which was the cardþe had a giguucs of t and ſaith 93 
243 q | 
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- (holding the cards in his hand and turning vp the bppermoff,as 
if he knew not wel che game) le haus the knane ofcrumps,nay 
ſaith the verſor there ts no trump, you may cal what carde you 
wil:tben ſaith be ils haue the ten of ſpades, with that he dzaws. 
and the four ofharts comes firſt; wel ſatth the ſetter, tis but ya- 
zard,mine might have come as wel as yours,fius is vp, I ſeare 
not the ſet:ſo they ſhuffle and cat, but the verſer winnes . Mell 
faith the ſctter,no butter wil cleauc on my b2ead:what not ons 
dꝛaught among flue, Dzawer a freſh pint, ile haue another bout 
with pou:but fir J beleue, ſaith he to the conꝑ, vou ſee ſome card, 
that it goes ſo crofſe with me. I ſaith the con, 3 hope pou think 
not ſa of me.tis but hazard and chaunce,foz Jam meere trans 
ger to the game, as J am an honeft man J neuer ſaw it befoze. 
bas this fimple cony cloſeth vp ſmethly to take the ver 
ters part. only foz greedines to bane him win the wine: wel qo. 
the letter, then ile haue one caſt moꝛe, and to it thep noe, but bee 
loſeth al, and begins to chafe in this manner: were it not quot 
be, that I care not fo2 a quart of wine, Jconld ſweare as many 
othes fo2 anger, as there be hatres on my dead, why ſhoald not 
my luck be as god as yours, and fo:tune fauoꝛ mee as well as 
you? what not one cald card in ten cuts, ile foz\weare the game 
fo euer Chafe not man qd.che verſer,ſith we haue your quarte 
of wine ile ſhew vou the game, and therewith diſcourſethall to 
dim. as if he were ignoꝛ ant of if. The ſetter, as ſimply as if the 
naue were ignoꝛant ſaith,ye marry J thought ſo, you mul 
needs win whe he knowes what card to call. might play long 
ino ugh befoze J got a (ct. Trulp qd.the cony tis a pꝛetty game, 
fo; its not poſſible fo2 him to loſe that cuts the cardes, the other 
that ſhnfles may loſe . Peters cope ifhc bad it. Wel,ile carry 
this home with me into the countrie, and win many a potte of 
ale with it. A freſh pint ſaith the verſer, and then wele away: 
bat ſeeing fir vou are going home warde, ite learn yon a tricks 
wo2th the noting, that ſhal win pou many a pot inthe winters 
nights: with that he culs out che four Knaues, and pꝛickes one 
in the top. one in the midft,and one in the bottom. Now ur ſaity 
he. vou ſ& theſe thzee Knanes ppparantlie, thꝛuſt them dolone 
with vcur band. and cut where you wil. and though they be ſs 
farts alunder, ile make them all come together. Lets fee that 3 
Na yon ſaith the cony,me ur impoſſible. s the verſer 
* 2 zawes 


The Art of e 


dzalves,and al the thz& knaues tome in one beap: this b he dooth 
once oꝛ twice, then the cony wonders at it, and offers a pinte of 
wine to be taaght it. Pay ſaith the verſer ile do it fo; thankes, 
and therfozemark wbere you haue taken out the four knaues, 
lay two together abcue,and dzaw vp one of them that it maybe 
ſen,then-pzick the other in the midſt, and the third in p bottom, 
ſo whe any cuts, cut he neuer ſo warily,; .knaues muſt of ſoꝛce 
tome together, ſoꝛ the bottem k naue is cut to lie vpon both the 
vpper knauer. 4 marrie ſaith the ſetter, but the thzce knaues 
vou ſhe wed come not together. True ſaid the verſer, but one a- 
mong a thouſand mark not that, it requires a quick epe, n ſharp 
wit, and a reaching head to ſpie at the firſt, Oramertie foz this 
trick ſaith the tony, ile dominere with this amõg mp neighboꝛs 
&bus do the berſer and the ſetter ſam ſrendly to the Cone, oſ⸗ 
fering him no lde w of coſenage,noz once to dꝛawe bim in foꝛ a 
pint of wine, the maze to ſhadow their villanie, but now begins 
he ſpoꝛt:as thus they ſit tipling comes the Barnacle t thꝛuſtes 

open the doze,loking into the room where they are, and as one 
| baſhful eps back againe ſaying, Jerp you mercie gentlemen, 
- thought a frend of mine had ben here, pardon my boldnes : no 
harm ſaith the verſer, J pzay you dzink a cup of wine with bs 
and welcome: in comes the barnacle, and taking the tup, dꝛinks 
to the tonp, and then ſaith, what at cards gentlemen? wer it not 
I thould be offenſive to the companie, J would playfo2 a pinte 
til my frend come F lok foz.Why fir (aith the verſer,tfyon wil 
ſit down pou ſhalbe taken vp foz a quarte of wine: with al my 
heart ſaith the barnacle, what wil pou play at, Mꝛumero, pꝛimo 
 bilko, Sant, one and thirtie, new cut, o what thalbe the game: 
Sir ſaith the verſer I am but an ignozant man at cards, # you 
haue them at your fingers end, ile play with pou at a game that 
bath no deceit, called mumchance at cards, and it is thus: you 
hal ſhutle, and ile cut, you ſhal cal one card, and this honeſt peo⸗ 
man ſhal cal another foz me, and which of our carts comes firſt 
ſhal win, here pou ſec is no dect it, and at this ile play. No truely 
ſaith the Conie,me thinkes there can be no great traſt in this. 
Miel ſaith the barnatle foz a pint ↄf wine haue at you: ſs they 
play ds befoze,fiue vp, and the verſcr winnes. This is hard luck 
Taith the barnacle,and I beleuc the honeſt man ſpies ſome card 


in the bottom, thereloze J will make * , alwaies to 128 
| hob» 
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bottom tard:content ſaith the verſer:and the cony fo cloake the 
matter ſaith, fir, yon offer me iniutie to think that J tan call a 
card, when J neither touch them,fhufle,cut,no2 dzaw them. Ah 
fir ſaith the barnacle, gene loſers leaue to ſpeake: wel, to it they 
go again, then the barnacle knowing the game beſt, by chop- 
ping a card uinnes two of the fiue, but lets the verſer win the 
ſet:then in a chafc he ſweareth tis but his il luck, and he can ſ& 
no deceit in it,. therfoꝛe be wil play xii.d.a tut. The verſer is cõ⸗ 
tent. and wins 11.02 iii.. of the barnacle, whereat he chafes and 
ſaith, I came bethcr in an il houre, but ile win my monie again, 
oz loſe al in my purſe, with that he dzaws out a purs with ſome 
th2ee 02 four pound and claps on the bwzd:the verſer aſketh the 
conie ſecretlic by ſignes it he wil be his halle, he (ates pra , and 
ſtraight ſa kes fo2 his purſe. The Barnacle ſhufles the cardes 
thꝛowlie, and the verſer cuts as befoze,the barnacle , when hee 
bath dzawen one card ſaith, ile either winne ſomething oz loſe 
ſomcthing,therfoze ile bie and reuie euerie card at my pleaſurs 
til either yours 02 mine come out, therfoze rii.d.bpon this card, 
my card comes firſt. No ſaith the verſer, and ſaith the Connie J 
durſt late rit.d,mo2e. 3 hold it ſaith the barnatle:ſo they vie and 
reuie til ſome ten chillings be on the ſtake: nd then next comes 
fo2th the ver ſers card that the conic called, and ſo the barnacle 
loſ:th. This fleſheth the conte,the ſweet nes of gaine makes him 
frolike, and nons moꝛe redy to vie and reuie then he. Thus foz 
th:e& oꝛ four times the barnacle loſeth. At laſt to whet on the 
cone he ſteiketh his chopt card and winneth a nod ſtake: away 
with the witch cries the barnacle, 3 hope the cards wil turne at 
laſt. Puch thin as the conie,twas but à chante vou aſkt fo right 
one of the fine that was cut off, there was fourtie to cng on my 
ſide, and ile haue you on the lurch anon. So flil they vie g teuit 
and fo2 once that the barnacle winnes, the conie gets ſſue: at 
laſt when they mean to ſhane the tonie tleane of al his coine, the 
barnacle chafeth, and vpon apawn boꝛoweth monie of the tap- 
ſter,and ſweares he will vie it to the vttermoſt. Then thus har 
chops his card to croſ-bite the tonie:he firſt looks on the bottom 
card,and ſhufics offen,but ſtil keeping that bottom card, which 
he knowes to be vppermoſt, then ſets he downe the carts, and 
the verſcr to encourage the conte,cuts cf but thꝛe cards,whers 
of the barnacles card muſt necdes be the vppermoſt. Then hee 
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Hewes the bottom card of the other heap cut off to the connie,e | 
' ſefs it vpo the barnacles card which be knowes, ſo that of ſozcg 
the card that was laid vpermoſt muſt ceme foꝛtij firft, and then 
the barnacle cals that catd. They dzaw a card, and then þ bar 
nacle vies, and the canntriman vies vpon him:foz this is þ law, 
às okt as one vies 03 reuies, the other muſt ſe it, cls bee looſeth 
the (take. Wel at laũ the barnacle plies it ſo, that perhaps bes 
vies moe monie then the conie bath in his purſe - Upon this 
the conte knowing his card is the third oz fourth card,and thaf 
be bath foztie to one againſt the barnacle, pa lunes his rings if 
de haue anie, bis \woz2de, dis cloake, oz cls what hee batb about 
bim, to maintein the vie:and when he laughs in his dene, thin⸗ 
king be bath fleſt the barnacls of all, then the bar nacles carve 
comes f@:th,and frikes ſuch a cold hams: to his heart, that be 
ſits as a man in a fraunce,not knowin what to doe, e ſighing 
while dis heart is redie to bzeake, thinking on the monte that 
be bath loſt. Perhaps the man is veryfimple and patient, and 
what ſseuer he thinkes, foz fears goes bis way quiet with his 
loſſe while the Connicatchers laugh and deuide the ſpoile, and 
being out of dozes, phꝛe man, goes to his lodging with a heauie 
heart, penſine and ſozowful, bat to late,foz perhappes his ſtate 
did depend on that monie, and fo he, bis wife and childzen, e bis 
familie, are bzought to extreame miſerie. Another perhappes 
moꝛe hardie and ſubtle, ſmokes the connicatchers, and ſmelleth 
coſenage, and ſaith t hey ſhal not haue his monie ſo, but they an 
ſwere hun with bzancs, and though bee being them befoze an 
officer,the anaues are ſo fauoured, that the man neuer recoue- 
reth his monie. and he is let flip vnpuniſht. 
Tbus are the pwze contes robbed by theſe baſe minded ca- 
ferpillers:thus are ſeruingmen oft entiled te play, and loſe all: 
thus are pzenttſes induced to be conntes , and ſo are coſened of 
their maſters monie:vea pong gentlemen,marchants,x other, 
| are fetcht in by tbeſe damn able rakehels, a plagne as ill as hell, 
which is,p2eſent loſſe of monie, and inſuing miſe rie. lamen⸗ 
fable caſe in England when ſuch vipers are ſuffercd to bꝛade, 
and are not cut off with the ſwo: d of iuſtice. This enoʒ mit is 
not onlie in London, but now generallie diſperſed thzongh all 
England, in euer ie Shire , Citie, ano Towne cf any receipt, 


| eee are heard ol their egregious cole nage. 
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The po2e farmur ũmplie geing about bis buſines , oz vnto bis 
attur neis chamber, is cateht vp and coſened of all:the ſeruing⸗ 
man ſent with bis Loꝛds treaſuce, loſeth ofttimes moſt part to 
theſe woꝛmes of the commonwealth : the pꝛentiſe hauing his 
maſters monie in tharge, is ſpoiled by them, and from an ho- 
nett ſeruant, eitber dꝛiuen to run awap, oz to liue in diſcredite 
fo2 euer. The gentlemã loſeth his land, the marchant his dock, 
and al to theſe abhominable conicatchers, whoſe meanes is as it 
as their liuing, foz they ars al either wedded to whozes,02 ſo ad⸗ 
dicted to whozes,that what they get from honeſt mt, they ſpend 
in bawdic houſes among har lots, and conſume it as vainlte as 
they get it billanouflie. Their eares are of adamant, as pittiles 
ar tbey are trecherons,foz be the man neuer ſo pooze, they will 
not returne hun one pennie cf his loſle. J remember amery ict 
done of late to a welchman, who being a m&r ranger in Lon- 
don, and not wel acquainted with the Engliſh tongue, chanced 
amongf certaine conicatchers, who ſpying the gentleman had 
monie, they ſo dealt with him, that what by fignes and bꝛoken 
Engliſh,they got him in fo2 a conie, and fleff him of euerie peny 
that he bad, and of his \wo2d: at laſt the man ſmoakt them, and 
dꝛe w his dagger vpon them at Ludgate, foꝛ therabout they had 
tat cht dim, and would haue ſtabd one of them foꝛ his mony,but 
people topt him, the rather becauſe they could not vnderſtande 
dim, thougb he bad a card in one band, and his dagger in the a- 
ther,ſaying as wel as he could, a card, a card, mon dieu. In the 
mean while the contcatchers were got into pauls, and ſo away, 
C be welchman folo wed them ſerking there vp and down in the 
church nil with his nak ed dagger and the tard in his hand, the 
gentlemen maruele what he meant thereby: at laſt one of his 
countrimen met him, and enquired the cauſe of his choler, then 
de told him how he was coſened at cards,androbd of al his mo⸗ 
nie, but as bis loſe was voluntarie,ſo his ſeeking fo; them was 
mere vanitts, foz they were ſtept into ſome blind alchouſe to 
deuide the ſhares. ere to ©®,Comond(buriein Duffolk, tdere 
dwelt an honeſt man a ſhomaker, who hauing ſome rr.markes 
in his purſe, long in gatbering,and nerrelie kept, came to the 
market fo bup hides, and by chance fell amongft Conicatchers, 
Whoſe names Jomit becauſe J hope of their amendment. bis 
pains Countrunan dzawen in by theſs fozmer deaiſes , wos 
mats 
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made a tone, + ſtript of bis rr.mark,tohis vandving: the Knaves 
fcapt.and be went home a ſoz0wful man. Sn after one of theſs 
comcatchers was taken fo? a ſuſpected perſon, and laid in Bury 
gaole.the ſefſions coming,and he pzoduced to the bar,it was the 
po: ſhomakers foztune to be there, who ſ@&ing this rogne arrai- 
ned, was glad, and ſaid nothing to him. loking what woulde bs 
the iMac ofhis appearance. At laſt be was bzought bofozc the 
Juſticrs to be examined of his life, and being demaunded what 
occupation he was, ſaid none, what pꝛofeſſion then art pou of, x 
how line pou? Barrie quoth he J am a gentleman, and line of 
my frends. Thats a lie qv. the ſhomaker, vnder cozrection of the 
wo2thipfal of the bench,you haue a trade, and are bp pour art a4 
conicatcher. A Conicatcher ſaid one of the Juſtices and ſnuled, 
is he a warriner felow,canft thou tel whoſe warren be kepethe 
No ſir your wo2lhip milkaketh me, he is not a warriner, but a 
conicatcher. The bench, that neuer heard this name befoze,ſmis 
led. attr ibuting the name to the mans ſimplicitie, thought he 
meant a warriner: which the poze man ſteing. anſwered, ſoms 
contes this felow caught were wozth rx. mark a pece,fo2 pzwfe 
aqd. he. J am one of them, and ſo diſcourſt the ozder of the art, and 
the baſenes of the coſcnage:wherupon the Juſtices loking into 
his life, iudged him fs bs vzhipt;the ſhomaker deſired he might 
geue him his paunent, which was granted. When he came to 
bis puniſhment the ſhomaker laught ſaying, tis a mad wozlde 
when pwoz Conies are able to beat their catchers ; but hee lent 
himſofrendlie laſhes, that almoſt he made him pay an ounce of 
bloud foz euer pound of filuer. Thus we ſe how the generatien 
of theſe vipers increaſe,to the confuſion of many honeſt men, 
Whoſe pzaciſes to my poꝛ power I haue diſconered and ſet out, 
with the vilainous lieights they vſe fo intrap þ ſimple, yet haus 
they clokes ſo2 the rain, and hadows fo2 their vilanics, calling 
it by the name ol art oꝛ law:as conicatching art,o2 contcatching 
law. And bereof it riſeth.that line as law, when yp term is truly 
conercd, ſtanifieth the oꝛdinance of good men, effabliſhed foz 
ß $commonwelth;to repꝛeſſe vicious liuing, ſo theſe conicatchers 
turn the cat in the pan, geuing to vile patching ſhifts,an honc it 
£ godlie title, calling it by the name of a law, becauſe by a mul⸗ 
titude of hateful rules. as it were in god learning, they do ex⸗ 
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Herenpon they gene their falſe conneyance the name of Connys 
catching law,as there be alſo other lawes:as bigh law, ſacking 
ilaw,figaing law,cheting law, and barnardes law, If you mar- 
uel at theſe miſteries and queint woꝛts, conſider.as carpenters - 
baus many tearmes familiar incugh to their pzentiſes , that o⸗ 
ther vnderſtand not at all, ſo haue the connycatchers not withs 
out great canſe,fo2 a falſhood once detected , tan neuer compaſls 
tbe deſired effect. Therefsze wil 3 p2cſently acquaint von with = 
the ſignification ofthe tearmes tn a table. But leaning them til 
time and place, comming downe Zurnmill fret the other day, 

I met one whom I ſuſpeded a connpeatcher , J dzewhim on to 
the tauern, and after a cup of wine 02 two, Jkalkt with him of 
the manner ofhis life, and tolde him 2 was fozy fo; his frendes 
ſake,that he tooke ſo bad à courſe as to line vpon the (poyle of 
p@2e men, and ſpecially to deſerue the nameofconny-catching, 
difſwading him from that baſe kind of life, that was ſo ignomi⸗ 
nious in the wo2zld,and ſo lothſome in the fight of God, Tut fir, 
quoth he, calling me by my name, as my religion is ſmall, ſo mꝑ 
deudt ion is leſſe, J leaue God to be diſputed on by diuines, tds 
two ends 3 aime at, are gain g eaſe, but by what honeſt gaines 
Z may get. neuer comes within the compaſſe of my ttougbtes. 
Thougb pour experience in traueil be great, yet in dome mat- 
ters mine is maze: yea J am ſure pou are not (otgno2ant, buf 
rouknow that few men canline vpzightly, vnleſſe they baue 
ſoine pꝛety wap moze then the woꝛld is witnes to to help thems = 
ſelnes withal. Think you ſame lawyers coulds be ſuch purtha⸗ 
ſers if al their pleas were hozt, and their pꝛacadinges tuſkics | 
and conſcience: that offices would be ſo vearely bought, andthe 
buyers ſo ſon enriched, if they countedno? pillage an bonefk 
kinde of purchaſe? 0z think pou that men of handy trades make 
all their commodittes without falſhod,when ſo many of them 
are become daily purchaſers ? nay what wil youmoze? who la | 
bath not ſome ſiniſter way to helps bimſelfe, but followeth his 
noſe alwates ſtraight fozward, may wel hold vp tbe head fo2 a 
peare oʒ to, but the third be muſt needes (mke, and gather the 
winde into beggars dauen:thereſoze ſir,ceaſc to perſwade me t 
the contrarie,fo2 my reſolution is to beat my wits, and buſia my 
bzaines to ſaue and help me, bx what 3 guer Jcare _ | 
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fo Jmapanoid the danger ofthe law. Mhereupon ſeeing this 
conny-catcher reſolned in his fozme of tife , leauing him to his 
lewdnes J wont awap, wondering at þbaſenes of their minds, 
that would ſpende their time in (uch deteſtable ſozf. But no 
maruel, fo; they are geuen vp into a repꝛobate ſente, and are in 
religion meere atheiſts, as they are in trade flat diſi mb lers, ii 
I would ſpend many ſheetes in deciphering their Wifts, it were 
kriuelous, in that they be many and ful of varicty,foz euer day 
they inuent new tricks, and ſuch queint deuiſes as areſecrete, 
pet paſſing dangerous, that if a man had Arg eyes, hee coulds 
ſcant pꝛie into the bottom of their pꝛadiſes. Thus fo2 the bene⸗ 
fit of my countrie J haue bzieflp — the law of conycat⸗ 
1 all Juſtices, if any ſuch coſeners light in vour 
p* cinc>,cuen fo bſe ſ a iu againft them, becauſe it is the 
| eſt of all villanies. And that London pzentices, if they chics 
in ſuch conycatchers company,may teach them London lawe, 
that is, to defend the pooze men that are wzonged,and learn the 
taterpillers the bigh way fo newgate, where if /idfauo; thi 
with the beauie@; us in the houſs,and geue them his vnkind⸗ 
| eſtentectai n doubt his other pety ſinnes ſhall bee halfe 
pardoned foz his labs2: but J would it might be their foꝛtune to 
happen info Nobles nozthwarꝭ in white chappel, there in faith 
reund Kobe» his dep. '* wouldmake them, like welches feels 
the weight of bis heau. i fetters. And ſo defirizig both honou- 
rable and woztHipful,as wel Juſkices as other officers, and all 
 Fafes,from the Pzince to the begger, to reſt pzefeſſcd enemies 

to theſe baſe-minded conne-catchers,Ji take my leaue. 
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their end wil b tbeir beginning, batcht with Cain, 
and conſumed with Jadas: amd ſo bidding them adne ts 
the deuil, and you farewell to Gad, Jend, Aud now ts the 
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To. Croſ· biting law is a publique pꝛofeſſlon of ſhame⸗ 
les coſenage, nuxt with inceſtuous h hozedomes, as il 

as was pꝛadiſed in Gomozhaoz Sodom. though not after 
the ſame unnatural manner: foz the method of their miſ⸗ 
chieuous art (with bluſhing chekes + trembling hart let ie 
be ſpoken)ts, that theſe villanous vipers , vnwoꝛthy the 
name of men baſe roagues (ret why doe JF kearme them ſa 
well) being outcaſts from God, vipers of the woꝛld, and an 
excremental reuerſion of ſin,voth conſent, nay conftrapns 
their wines to pee ld the ve of their bodies to other men, 


that taking them together. he may croſ-bite the party of 
all the cro bones he can pzeſcntly make,and that the wo ld 
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may ſe their monſtreus pꝛadiſes, J wil bzieflyſet down 


the manner. 


are men fondly and wantonlty geuen, whom fo2 a penaltis 


chants, pꝛentices, ſeruingmen, genflemen, peomen , far- 
mers, and all degrees, and this is their fozme:there are re- 
ſident in London t the ſaburbes, certain men attired like 
er fellowes, but baſely minded, who lining 
in want, as their lat refuge, fal vnto this croſ : biting law 
and to maintein themſelues either marry with ſome Kals 
whoze, oz els foꝛſoth ke one as their fred: and theſe pers 
ſons be cõmonlp men of the eight lawes befoze rehearſed: 


either high Lawiers, Necſers, . ps, eee, 


lermes — to tathaiads" 


eſpie what their ſabtiltie is 7 but 


They haue ſundzy pꝛaies that they cal fſmplers, which 
of theic luſt, they fleece of al that euer thephaue;ſone mar 
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The Art of Croſ-biting, | 
ach of the like fraternitie. Theſe when their ofher frades 


lail, as the Cheater, when he bath no coſin to grime with 
his ſtop dice, oz þ bigh lawier, when be hath no ſet match 
to ride about, and the Nip when there is no tearme, faire, 
no: time of great aſſcmblic, then to maintaine the niame 
chance, they vſe the benefite of their wines 02 friends, to 
tbe croſ-biting of ſuch as luſt after their flthie enoꝛnn- 
ties: ſome ſimple men are daawen on by ſubtill meanes, 
which neuer intended ſuch a bad matter, Jn ſummer es 
uenings, and in the winter nightes, theſe trafickss;tbeſs 
common truls Jmeane,walke abꝛoad either in the flelds 
o trctes that are commonly hanted, as tales to dzawe 
men into hell. and a farce of, as attending appleſquires, 
tet taine cioſſ-biters ſtand aloofe, as if they knew them 
not: now ſo many men ſo many affcttiens. Some vn⸗ 
ruly mates that place their content in luſt, letting ſlirpe 
the libertie of their eies on their painted faces, fœde vpon 
their vachaſt beauties, till their hearts be (et on fire : then 
come they to theſe mintons, and court them with many 
ſweet wo2ds:alas their loues needs no long (utes, foz they 
are fozthwith entertained, and either they go to the La- 
uerne to ſcale vp the match with a pottle of Jpocras, 02 
ſtraight ſhecarries him to ſome bad place, and there picks 
bis pocket, oꝛ elſe the CroTd-biters comes (wearing in, £ 
ſo ont-face the diſmated companton, that rather then hee 
would be b2onght in queſtion, be would diſburſe all that 
be hath pzeſent. But this is but an cafic coſnage. Some 
other meting with one of that pzofeſſion in the ſtreet, wil 
queftion if ſhe will dzinke with him a pint of wine,they3 
trade is neuer ts refuſe,and if foʒ manners they doe, it is 
but once: then (carce ſhall they be warme in the rome, 
but in comes a ttt wle fellow, with a ſide hairt + a care s 
full heard, as though he were one of Polyp;emus cut, £ 
be comes frowning in + ſaith, what baſt thou to doc baſe 
knauc.to carrie my ſiſter 02 my wiſe to tbe fanerniby hrs 
gwnes tou whoze,tts ſome of OPENS wil haue 
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vou bath befo:e the Juſtice Deputie,03 Conſtable , fo be 
examined, The pocze ſerningman,app2entiſe,farmer , oz 
whatſosuer be is, ſæing ſuch a terrible huffe ſnuffe, ſu ea- 
ring with his dagger in dis hand, is fearefull both of him 
und to be bzonght in trouble, and therfoze fpeakes kindly 


And courtecufly vnfo him, and defires him to be content 


de meant no harm. The whoze , that bath teares at com- 
maund, fals a weeping,and cries him merty. At this ſub- 
miſſion of them both he triuwphs like a bꝛagard, and wil 
take no compaſſion: pet at lall,thzongh intreaty of other 
his companions comming in as ftrangers, hee is pacified 
with ſome fozty ſhillings, and the poo2 man goes ſozrow-s 
ful away,ſighing out that which Salomon hath in his 
p;onerbs, A ſhamcles woman hath hom) in ber lppes, and ber 
throte as ſweet as hony,her throte as ſoft at oyle:but the and of 
her is more bitter then Aloes, and her tongue is more ther 
4 t * ſtrord, her fret go vnto death, and her ſteppes leude 
unte bell, 

Again theſe truls when they baue gat in a nonite, then 
Traight they pick his purſe, and then haue they their troſ⸗ 
biters redp, to whom tbcy conney the mony and ſo offer 
themſelues to be ſcarcht: but the pooze man is fo outfaced 
by theſe croſ-biting Ruffians , that hee is glad to goe a- 
way content with his loſſe,yet are theſe eafte pzactiſes.D 

might the Juſtices ſend out ſpiais in the night, they ſhold 
ſx how theſe ſtreet walkers wil iet in rich garded gowns, 
queint periwigs,rufs of the largeſt ſize,quarfer and halle 
dep , glo:ted richly with blew ſtarch, their cheekes died 
with ſurfuling water, thus are theytrickt vp, and either 
walke like ſtates vp and down the ſtrects, oz ſtande like 
the deuils S. at a tauern oz alehouſe,as if who ſhouide 
ſay, if any be ſo minded to ſatiſſie his ſuthie luſt , to lende 
me his purſe, and the devil his ſoule, let him tome in and 
be welcome. Now ſir comes by a countrey farmer, ir alk» 
ing from his inne toperfozm ſome buſines, and ſceing ſuch 
A goꝛgeaus damzell, hee wondzing at ſuch a bzaue * 
5 ands 
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tand ſtaring ber on the face, oꝛ perhappcs doth buf calf a 


glance, and bid her ged ſpeed,as plain ſimple ſwains haue 
their luſtie hamo2s as well as others : the trull ſtr night 
beginning her vordium with a'ſmile,ſaith 2 how now my 
friend, what want pon, would pou ſpec e with anie body 
here: If the felow haue ante bolde (pi. it, perhaps he will 
offer the wine, then he is caught, tis inough: in he co29, 
and they are chamberd:then ſends ſhe foz her huſband, oz 
hir friend, and there either the farmers pocket is ſtript, o: 
elſe the croſ-biters fall vpon him, and thzeaten him with 
bꝛide will and the law:then foz fearc he gines them all in 
dis purſe. and makes them ſome bill to paie a ſumme of 
mon ie at a certaine daie. It the pooze Farmer bee bach · 
full. and paſſeth by one ot theſe ſhameleſſe ſtrumpets, then 
will the verſe it with him, and claime acquaintaunceof 
him, and by ſome pollicie 02 other fall aboozdon him, and 
carrie him into ſome houſe 02 other: if he but enter in af 
the dooꝛes with her (though the pooze Farmer neuer kilf 
ber) yet then the cro{-biters,like vultures, will pzay bpon 
dis purſe, and rob him of euerie pennie. It there ber anis 
rong gentleman that is a nouite and hath not ſcene they; 
fraines,to him will ſome common filth (that neuer knew 
loue)faine an ardent and boneft affection,till ſhe and her 
eroſ-biters haue verſt him tothe beggers eſfate. Ah gens 
tlemen,marchants,yeomen and farmers, let this to you 
all, and to cuery degree elſe, be a caueat fo warn you from 
luſt, that your ino2dinate deſire be not a meane to impo- 
uer iſh pour purſes, diſcredit pour good names, condemne 
pour ſ2ule3,but alſo that your wealth got with the ſweat 
of your bꝛowes, oz left by your parents as a patrimonie, 
ſhall be a p2ate fo thoſe cooſning croſ-biters, Some fond 
min are ſo farre in with theſe defeffable trugs, that they 
conſume what they haue vpon them, and find nothing but 
a Neapolitan fano2 ſo; their laboꝛ. Reade the ſeuenti 
Dalomons pꝛouerbs, and there at large viewthe deſcrip⸗ 
tion of a ſhamoles and impudent curtizan: vet is ney 
| 0 
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The Art of Croſſe- hiting. 

afher kind of cro{-biting which is moſt peſtilenf,and that 
is this. Lhere liues abeut this ton ne tertaine houſhol⸗ 
ders, vet miere ſhifters and cooſners,' who learning ſome 
inũght in the ciuill law, walke abꝛode like parato2s,ſum- 
ners and inkoꝛmers, heeing none at all either in office 02 
credit, and they go ſpying about where any march ant, oz 
marchants pꝛentiſe, citi;en, weaithie farmer, oz other of 
credi?,either accompany with ante woman familtarly,oz 
elſe hath gotten ſome maide with child, as mens natures 
be pꝛone to ſin, ſtraight they come ouer bis fallows thus: 
they ſend foz him to a tauerne, t ther open the matter vn 
to dim, which they haue cunningly larned out, tellung bim 
be mult be pꝛeſented to the Arches, & the ſcitation ſhalbe 
peremptoꝛily ſerued in his pariſh church. The partie as 
frnid to haue his credit crackt with tbe woꝛſbipfull of the 
Citie, and the reft ot his neighbo2s, 6 grieuing bighly bis 
wife ſhould heare of it, ſtraight fakes compoſition with 
this coſner foz ſome twentiemarkes,nay I heard of fo:ty 
pouno croſ-bitten at one time, f the the coſning infozmer 

oꝛ crol-bitcr pꝛomiſeth to wipe him out ofthe boke, i diſs 
charge him from the matter, when it was neither know 
en noꝛ pꝛeiented:ſo go they tothe woman , and ſetch her 
off if ſue be maried, and though they haue this grofſe ſum, 
vet oft times they croſ-bite hir foꝛ moʒe:naythus to the ꝑ 
fears citiʒens.pꝛentiſes ( farmers, that they fino but any 
waie fulpitions of tbe like fault. The crof-bitig bauds, 
fa2 no better can J-tcarme them, in that foꝛ lucre they 
tonceale the ſin. and ſmoother vp luſt. do not oncly inrich 
themlelues mightily thereby, but allo viſceedite, hinder, 
and pzeiudice the court of the Arches. and the Officers 
belonging to the ſame. There are ſome poꝛe blinde patchs 
es of that facultie that haue their Tene ments purchaſed, 
and their plate en the booabe verie (olemniy, who onelp 
get their gaines bp croſ-biting,as is «fo2c rehearſed. But 

eauing them to the deepe inũgbt of ſuch as be appointed 


with iuſtice to cozrea vice, againe {9 the ci ue of my foʒ⸗ 
| meg 
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The ArtofCroffbits 


mer Craſ biters, wboſe fee ſimple to line bpon, is nothing 
but the follawing of common , diſhoneſt and idle truls and 
thereby maintaine tbemielncs bꝛane, and the trumpets in 
dandſame furniture. And t end this aa with an Enaliſhe 
de mauſtration, ile trii you apzety tale of late perfozmed in 
bichoplgateſtret: there was there fine trafficques , pꝛettie, 
but common huſwiaes, that ſtod raſt by a tauern doze, loos 
bing i ſame pzay would rome by fo2 their purpoſe, anore 
the cloeſt of them. and moſt experienced in that law, named 
Aa B.(pyed a maſter of a ſhip comming along. Dere is a 


good wenches that are dzie,a pint of wine. In faith, fay2ze 
women ad. he, I was neuer nygard fo2 ſo much, and with 
chat he takes one ot them by the hande, and caries tbem all 
into tte tauern. there he beſtowed cheare and ipocras vpon 
them. d: inking hard til the ſhot came to a noble, ſo that they 
thꝛee carouſing to the Gentleman , made him ſomewhat 


grewe on and hee woulde away, but 
ſopt his tozney thus: gentleman ad. ſhee, this vndeſerned 


fauo; of yours makes vs ſo deepely bcholding to you, that - 


dur abilitie is not able any way to make ſufficient ſatiſfa- 


ion, pet to ſhew vs kinde in what we can, you ſhall nor 


deny me this requeſt, to ſee my ſimple houſe befoze you goe. 
Tbe gentleman alittle whitled, conſented and went wild 
them ſo the ſhot was payd,and away they goe: without ths 
tauern doze ſtod two of their huſbandes, J. B. and J. A. and 
they were made pꝛiuie to the p2aciſe, Vome goes the Gen- 
tleman with theſe iolly huſwiues tumbling, and at laſt hee 
was welcome to M. mals houſe , and one ofthe thꝛee went 
into a chamber, and got to bed. whoſe name was A. B. after 
they had chatted awhile, the Gentleman would haue beens 
gone, but ſhee tolde him that befoze be went hee ſhoulde ſee 
all the roomes of her houſe , and ſo ledde him vp info the 
chamber where the party lay in 5 Whois here layd the 

gen⸗ 


fimpler quoth the, Ile verſe him, oꝛ hang me. Sir ſayd ſhes, 
Ged euen. what are pon ſo liber all as to beſtow on vs th 


tipſie and then Er venur in vinic, ignis in ne fuit. Wel, night | 
miſtreffe Mal B. 


I6ÿöd * 


ber: Dꝛonkennes deſires luſte, and ſo the Gentleman be⸗ 
be put off his clothes and went to bed: pet hee was not ſa 
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The Art of Crof-biting. | 
gentleman: marry ſayth mal a good petty wench ir, and 
if you bs not wel lie downe by her, von can take no harm of 


gins to dally, and away goes the with the candle and at laff 


d;onke but bee could after a whils remember his moneys 
and feeling fo2 bis Purſe all was gone, and thʒee lynkes of 
bis whiſtle bꝛoken off: the ſum that was in his purſe was 
in golde and ſiluer twenty nobles . And thus be was in & 
amaze ſhoughbis bead were al laden, in comes J. B. the gov 
man of the hoaſe, and two otder with him, and be ſpeaking 


ſomewhat loude , Peace Huſband quoth ſhee, there is one 
in bed, ſpeake not ſo loud. Jn bed, ſaith he, gogs nownes,ils 


goe ſ&@,and ſo wil 7 ſaith the other: pou ſhal not ſapth bys 
wife , ſtrove agaynſt him, but bp be goes, be and his troſ⸗ 


- "bikers with him, and ſering the gentleman in bed, out with 


.a Conſtablt, and made the nentleman riſe, who balfe dzunk 
had that remembꝛante to gine faire woꝛds, and to tatreats 


dpon him. But the baſe troſ⸗biter af laſt ſtonpt, and to 
the Tauern they went, where the gentleman did lape bys 
whiſtle to pawne ſoꝛ monep, and there bel aowed as much 
ol them as came fo ten ſhillings, and ſate dzinking , and 
chatting. vntil the next moꝛ row. By that the Gentleman 
had ſſ olne a nap, it wared day light, and then ſe ing him⸗ 
ſelſe compaſſed with thrſe curſed Croſ-biters, and remems 
bing bis nights vſage,ſoberly ſmpling, demanded of them 


part; and with that dzawina his ſwoꝛd, ſtaped them in the 


his dagger, andaſked what baſe billen it was that there 


ſonght to diſhoneſt his wife: wel, hee [cnt one of them fog 


him to ſaue his credit: but no intreat ie couid ſerve, but to 


the Counter he muſt, and the Conſtable mult be ſent foz: 
vet at laſt one of them intreated that the gentleman might 


be honeſtly vſed, and caried to a tauerne to talk of the mats 
fer til a Conſtable tame. Tut ſaith J. 5. ile haue the lam 


if they could tel who he was, the aunſwercd ne: why then. 
guoth he, you baſe coſening Kognes you ſhal befoze we da 


chamber. deſiring that the Conlable might be ſent Tas 


| ThecA rt of Croſ-brting. 
this bꝛaue of his could not diſmay S. Mall, fo2 ſhee had 

biddden a Harper bꝛunt befoze, witnes the time of her 
murtirdome, when vpon her ſhoulders was engrauen the 
bifto:y of her whouth qualities: but ſhe replying,ſwoze, 
ſith de was ſo luſtp, her huſband ould not put it vp by no 
meanes. J will tel the& thou baſecroſ-biting baud, quoth 
de, and pou cooſcning companions, I ſerue a nobleman, x 
fo; my credit with dim. J refer me to the penaltic hee will 
impoſe on pou, foʒ by God J wil make pou an example to 
all croſ-biters ere J ends with you, J tel yon villaines, A 
ſerue, and with that be namte his Loꝛd. When the guilty 
who2es and coſeners heard of his credite and ſeruite, they 
began humbly to intreat him to be good to thẽ:then quot 
be, firſt deliuer me my monp, they vpon that gladly gaus 
dim all, and reſtozed the linkes of his chaine. When bee 
bad all, he ſmiled, and ſware afreſh that he would tozment 
them fo al this, that the ſeueritie of their puniſhment 
might be a caucat to others to beware of the like cooſe- 
nage: and bppon that knock? with his foote, and ſayde hee 
would not let them go til be had a conſtable. Then in ge⸗ 
neral they humbled themſelues,ſo recompencing the par⸗ 
tie, that be agreed to paſſe ouer the matter,conditionallie 
befide, ſhat they would pay the üxtæne ſhillinges hoe bad 
ſpent in charges, which they alſo perfoznred. The Gentle- 
man ſtept his way,and ſatd, you may ſe the olde pꝛouerbe 
fulflled, Fallere fallentem non eſt frans , Thus haue J de⸗ 
ciphered an odious pꝛadiſe not wozthy to be named: and 
now wiſhing al, ol what eſtate ſoeuer, to beware of filthp 
luſt, and ſuch damnable ſtales as dꝛawes men on to inoz- 
dinate deſires, and rather to ſpend their coine amongelt 
honeſt companie, then to bequeath it to ſuch baſe croſ-bi- 
ters, as pꝛaie vpon men, like rauens vpon dead carcaſes, 
J end with this pꝛaier, tbat Croſ- biting and Connp- tat 
ching may be as little knowen in England, as the cating 
sf ſwincs flcth was amongit the Ic wes. Kare wel. 
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A diſcoucry of the of Colliars; 
ſel: byr etale with che lie coſcn ge ach . rebe irſed before . But theſe 


Legers( wet content With this mon(! rum gyue )de beſide; mix among thee ether 
ſucks of coler, lore of ſbruff e duſt and ſmall role ge chen great ae Aud for | 
provfe hereef, J will recite yoa 4 matter of wweth, lizely porfeermad Ol, Cookgs 
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wie pon 4 coſening Coluer, 


How a Cooles wife in Lhndon did lately ſerue 
4 Collier for hit roſenage. | 


[ T chanced this ſummer that a load of coles came fourth of 


| Kent to Billinzſgate,and 4 leger bought them ,who thinks 
to deceiue the citizens, as he did thoſe in the Suburbs, furni- 


ſhed himſclfe with 4 _ of ſacks,and comes wp S$ Mary hil to 


* 


fellrhem. A Cooles wife vargaynd\with the Collier for his coles, 


and they agreed ⁊ pon fourteen pence for the "n wn which done, 


be carried in the coles and ſhot them ; Ana whey the wiſe [awe 
them,and perceyuing there was ſcarce fine buſhels for eyobz,ſhee 
call alittle girle to Her, and bade her go for the Conſtable for 
thou coſcning rogue, quoth ſhe, (ſpeaking to the Callier) I will 
zeach thee how thoa ſhalt coſen me with thy falſe ſatkes, Homſoe- 
wer thou dorſt others, & I will haut thee before my L. «Mayor, 
with that ſhe caught a ſpit in her hand,and [wore if he offred ta 
flirre, ſhe would therewith broach him. At which word the col- 
lier was amaced , & thefeaxe of the Pillery put himin ſuch 4 
frizht , that he ſay he would 20 10 2 bote and YOTWYNe aguine 10 
anſwere whatſoencr ſhe durſt obieti againſt him , & for pledge 


thereof (quoth the Collier )keepe my ſatks , your money,and the 


coles alſo . Wherenpon the woman let him goe + but as ſaone 48 
the Collier was out of dores, it was needeleſſe to Hd him tunne, 
for dewye he 2ets 10 his Bote and away he thruftes from Billinſ- 
gate, and lo immediately went downe to appim? And newer of- 
ter durſt returneto the Cookes wiſe , to demaund eyther money, 

ſacks,or coales. | 
How a flax-wife in London ſcrutd a cooſntng Collict. 


Hoy 
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Suburbs of London a Flax-wife op ary 4 —_ | 


. come by with a couple of ſacks, that had before 
fort, chepod, bargaind and bought them, and fo went in with her to 
Na ITE 
t hac was ſcarce fixe baſhcls,yert diflembling the matter, ſhe c 
e 


and bad hum bring her two ſacks more. „and in the 
mcanc ume the Flax-wite meaſured the coles, and there was iuſt trac buſhels & 
a peck. H ſhe cald in her nerghbors, bang a company of women that be- 


creupon 
fore ume had alſo been pincht in de colcs,and thewed them the coſe nage, and 
deſired their aide to her in tormenting the Collier, which they promiſt to per- 
forme : and thus it fell out. She conucyed them into a backe 
of them)cucric one hauing a cudgell vnder her apron, ſtraight comes the 
Collicr and faith, Miſtres here be your coles : welcome good Coluet quoch ſhee) 
] prac thee follow me into the backe ſide, & ſhoot than in another roome. The 


Colle was content and went with her, but as ſoont as he was in, the good wile 


bockt the the Enllicr ſcring ſuch a of uics in the roome, was 
amazcd,yct ſay 12 ** e(quoth one jolly Dame) 
being a poin ee an hi: who ſo ſoone as the 
Colle had ſh : firra Colber ,knowe ti we are heere all aſſem- 
bled as a grand Mic, to determine of thyvilanics, for vs falſe ſacks of coles, 
an! know that thou ar here mdited vom coofnage, hold vp thy hand 


at the e whom thou wilt be ried, 


for thou muſt e ne puniſhment tor the ſume ere thou The 
Collier who tlious L had but icſted, fniled and ſaid, Come on, hi 


Nall hemy iudge. > orc iolly dame, that is I, and by G o p you 
knauc,you ſhaſſtinde I will prouo ana (cucrely, if you bee. 
found 2 the Collier ae they were in he ſayd, Come come, 
open the door&and kt me go. With that flue or fixe wines ſtarted vp and fell - 


n the Collur,apd gaue hum a keg ſound 


co with their cudgels,ans > 
ad him 2 10r ntly 1 feeling it ſmart, f 


was afraid, and thought mirth and curteſie would be the beſt meane to makea» - 


mend for his villaue,and therefore ſayd he would bee tried by the verdite of the 
ſmocke. V pon this they paneld a Iurie, and the flax-wife gaue cuidence 5 
cauſe this vnaccuſtomed lurie required witnes, ſhe meaſured the cogles bet 


be- 
Uycts f. hich he was found guil that ſate as principal — 
Collyers face, vpon whi Was ine, and as principall to 
giue iudgement pon him, began as followerh, s Eg! 
Collier. thou art condemned heere by proofe of flat cooſnage, and I am how 
pointed in Conſcience to giue ſentence againſt thee, bering not ondy mooued 


t nto becauſe of this poore woman, but alſo ſor the gencrall 
my Countrie, and therefore this is my ſentence: We haue no pilleriefor thee, not 
cart to whip thee at. but here I doe award that thou ſhalt haue as many baſtina» 
does as thy r 8 
ot monie. This ſentence being pronounced, ſhe roſe vp, & no reſpit of ume 
"rem Babes nan. the — — xx i — 
fell vpon him, beating him extreamly, among whom he lent ſome luſtie buffers, 
but might ouercomes right, and therefore Ne Hercules contra dues. The women 
— Fat he was notable to lift his handes to his head, and gre 


roome{ſomne {uxtvers 
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broken pate or two he was paid, and like lacke drum, taue & orderly nwned offt 
of doores. —_ | 

Thus was the reward that the Collier had, and | praie God all ſuch Collyꝶr 
may be ſo ſerucd. and that good wines when they buy ſuch ſacks, may giue them 
ſuch paiments, and that the Honorable and Wort? iptull of this land, may looke 

into thu grofic 2b uſe of Collyers,as well tor charm fake, as allo tor the 

bcachc of the pOore. And ſo wilhine Colhers LO A« 
mend their deverttull and du: 
; ordred dealings hae- 
m, I end. 


F 1 xx 2:8. 


who ou eg — ea 


* * 5 a 4 * 
a a 4 0 4 C / 
, 1 A = » g , r «> v w\ 2 3 L 8 - 


— Nn ee a” 


